MEDico-cniRURGicAL Review.
[March verty in her hut, covered with her rags, surrounded with her filth, striving with all her might to keep out the pure air and to increase the heat, imitates nature but too successfully ; the process and the product are the same, the only difference is in the magnitude of the result. Penury and ignorance can thus at any time, and in any place, create a mortal plague. And of this no one has ever doubted.
Of the power of the living body, even when in sound health, much more when in disease, and above all, when that disease is fever, to produce a poison capable of generating fever, no one disputes, and the fact has never been called in question. Thus far the agreement among all medical men, of all sects and of all ages, is perfect.
" But it happens that there is another form of animal matter capable of producing fever : namely, a matter secreted by the living body, constituting not only a poison, but a peculiar and specific poison. This specific poison produces not merely fever, but fever with a specific train of symptoms. In the acknowledgement of this fact, also, the agreement among all medical men is equally perfect. " But some contend that the poison generated in the first case, and that generated in the second, may both be properly called contagions: others maintain that the application of the same term to two cases so specifically different, destroys a distinction which it is useful to preserve, and that it would be more correct, as well as more conducive to clearness of conception, to call the poison generated in the first case an infection, and to restrict the term contagion, to designate the poison generated in the latter. Vast and immeasurable as the difference appears to be between the contagionists and anti-contagionists, if regard be had merely to their language, yet if attention be paid only to their ideas, to this, and to this only, narrow as the compass is, the whole controversy is reduced.
It resolves itself wholly into the question, whether one word shall be used to express two cases which differ from each other in some important circumstances, or whether it may not be more convenient to employ two terms, and strictly to appropriate each to designate its own specific chss. It must be manifest that, since both sects are perfectly agreed about the facts, the dispute can be only verbal. If the one would consent to restrict their use of the term contagious, for which there is the best authority and ancient custom, to those diseases which arise from a specific contagion, and would call those which arise from every other poison infectious, there would be an end to this apparently interminable, and in many respects mischievous, controversy." 366.
Of the remote or predisposing causes of fever we need say nothing here? Dr. S. has not attempted to add to our stock of knowledge on this point.
The treatment of fever now only remains to be noticed, and the reader will have pretty well anticipated the principles which Dr. S. is inclined to maintain.
The first indication of disorder, he observes, is shewn in the nervous system?it may, he says, possibly be the commencement of inflammation, modified by the nature of the nervous substance, or the peculiar poison exciting the disorder?or it may be " something distinct from inflammation, but having a peculiar tendency to excite it.'' " In either case (he remarks) the inflammation that is present in fever is peculiar and specific, differing essentially from ordinary or simple inflammation." The practical result from this is, that the difference between fever and inflammation is such as requires " a very considerable modification in the treatment appropriate to each." The following proposition is somewhat alarming. 
